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on a display device. 



3^(Twice Amended) The method of claiffrl), whereifii the step of creating the device link 
page includes tfr&steps of: 

detecting a loglcjJhde^ice namdfrom a device like file; 
storing the logical device naiite>i{Nh^d^^ and 
conc erting the log ical device name to attendee button. 



lfrx. (Amended) The method of claim 9, wherein said network is a home network. 



1 1 . (Amendecty'^Ehe method of claim 9, ynerein said g^phical or textual information is a 
web page or an html page. 



12. (Amended) The method of claim ^ 
display. 



ftsplay device is a browser based 



Please add the following new claims: 



^^)^\"^-- 1 3 A (New) A method for providing an interface for accessing devices that are currently 
^ 3 ^ connected r^a home network, the method comprising the steps of: 

(ajsdetecting devices that are currently connected to the home network, said devices 
having at least one controllable function; 

(b) creating a menu for selecting said devices to activate said controllable function; 

(c) displacing said menu on a browser based device. 

14. (New) The method of claim 13, wherein said menu comprises a web page including 
at least one hypertext link t\ a web page contained within said device. 



15. (New) The method oXflaim 13, wherein: 
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in step (b) creating\he menu further includes the steps of: (i) creating a device link 
page from the home network, wmerein the device link page includes at least a device control that 
is associated with a device that is\detected in step (a), and (ii) associating a hypertext link with 
each device control, wherein the hypertext link provides a link to graphical to textual information 
that is contained in the detected dewce that is associated with the device control; and 

in step (c) displaying said menu includes the steps of displaying said device link page. 

1 6. (New) The method of clair 
or an html page including at least one 
within said detected device. 

17. (New) The method of claim ll wherein in step (b)(ii) creating the device link page 
includes the steps of: \ 

generating a device link file, wherein the device link file identifies the detected 
devices; and \ 

creating the device link page including said device control associated with a device 
identified in the device link file. \ 

18. (New) The method of claim 17, wherein the step of generating the device link file 

"V \ 
includes the steps of: \ 

associating a logical device name with the obtected device; and 

storing the logical device name in the device link file. 

19. (New) The method of claim 1 8, wherein the stefiof creating the device link page 
further includes the steps of: \ 

retrieving a logical device name from the device lraik file; 
storing the logical device name in the device link page; and 
converting the logical device name to a device control. 



15, wherein said device link page comprises a web page 
/pertext link to a web page or an html page contained 
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20. (New) The mfethod of claim 19, wherein said device link page comprises a web page 
or an html page including W least one hypertext link to a web page or an html page contained 
within said detected devicA 

21. (New) The method of claim 13, wherein in step (a) detecting devices that are 
currently connected to the home network further comprises the steps of autonomously detecting 
devices that are currently connected to the home network. 

22. (New) A method for providing an interface for accessing devices that are currently 
connected to a home network, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) detecting an active state of devices that are currently connected to the home 
network, said devices having at least coie controllable function; 

(b) creating a menu for selecting said devices to activate said controllable function; 

(c) displaying said menu on a browser based device. 

23. (New) The method of claim 22, wherein in step (b) said menu comprises a web page 
including at least one hypertext link to a webWge contained within said device. 

24. (New) The method of claim 22, wherein: 

in step (b) creating the menu further includes the steps of: (i) creating a device link 
page from the home network, wherein the device Irnk page includes at least a device control that 
is associated with a device that is detected in step (aV and (ii) associating a hypertext link with 
each device control, wherein the hypertext link provides a link to graphical to textual information 
that is contained in the detected device that is associated with the device control; and 

in step (c) displaying said menu includes the isteps of displaying said device link page. 

25. (New) The method of claim 24, wherein said device link page comprises a web page 
or an html page including at least one hypertext link to a weftpage or an html page contained 
within said detected device. \ 
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26. (New) The method of claim 24, wherein in step (b)(ii), creating the device link page 
includes the steps of: ^ 

generating a device link file, wherein the device link file identifies the detected 
devices; and 1 

creating the device Mnk page including said device control associated with a device 
identified in the device link file.\ 

27. (New) The method of claim 26, wherein generating the device link file includes the 
steps of: 

associating a logical device name with the detected device; and 
storing the logical deviceWme in the device link file. 

28. (New) The method of clain\27, wherein the step of creating the device link page 
further includes the steps of: 

retrieving a logical device naihe from the device link file; 
storing the logical device namd in the device link page; and 
converting the logical device name to a device control. 

29. (New) The method of claim 28, wherein said device link page comprises a web page 
or an html page including at least one hypertex\ link to a web page or an html page contained 
within said detected device. 

30. (New) The method of claim 22, whereiA in step (a) detecting an active status of 
devices that are currently connected to the home network further comprises the steps of 
autonomously detecting an active status of devices tha^f are currently connected to the home 
network. 

3 1 . (New) A home network system for providing a\ interface for accessing devices that 
are currently connected to a home network, comprising: 
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a detectck that detects devices that are currently connected to the home network, said 
devices having at leasnone controllable function; 

a menu generator for creating a menu for selecting said devices to activate said 
controllable function; \ 

a browser for displaying said menu on a browser based device. 

32. (New) The system of claim 31, wherein said menu comprises a web page including at 
least one hypertext link to a web page contained within said device. 

33 . (New) The system of claim 3 1 , wherein: 

the menu comprises a device link page such that the menu generator creates the 
device link page from the home network, the device link page including at least a device control 
that is associated with a deviceythat is detected by the detector, and the menu generator further 
associates a hypertext link with each device control, wherein the hypertext link provides a link to 
graphical to textual information that is contained in the detected device that is associated with the 
device control; and \ 

the browser displays said\device link page on the browser based device. 

34. (New) The system of claim S3, wherein said device link page comprises a web page 
or an html page including at least one hypertext link to a web page or an html page contained 
within said detected device. \ 

35. (New) The system of claim 33, wherein the menu generator creates the device link 
page by: generating a device link file, wherein the device link file identifies the detected devices; 
and then creating the device link page including said device control associated with a device 
identified in the device link file. \ 

36. (New) The system of claim 35, wherein the menu generator creates the device link 
file by: associating a logical device name with the Metected device; and storing the logical device 
name in the device link file. ~ \ 
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37. (New) The system ofiolaim 36, wherein the menu generator creates the device link 
page by: retrieving a logical device name from the device link file; storing the logical device 
name in the device link page; and converting the logical device name to a device control. 

38. (New) The system of claim 37, wherein said device link page comprises a web page 
or an html page including at least onet hypertext link to a web page or an html page contained 
within said detected device. \ 

39. (New) The system of claim 31, wherein the detector autonomously detects devices 
that are currently connected to the home network. 

40. (New) A home network systemVfor providing an interface for accessing devices that 
are currently connected to a home network,Vhe method comprising the steps of: 

a detector that detects an active spate of devices that are currently connected to the 
home network, said devices having at least one controllable function; 

a menu generator that creates a memu for selecting said devices to activate said 
controllable function; \ 

a browser that displays said menu on a browser based device. 

41. (New) The system of claim 40, wherein said menu comprises a web page including at 
least one hypertext link to a web page contained within said device. 

42. (New) The system of claim 40, whereinA 

the menu comprises a device link page such that the menu generator creates the 
device link page, the device link page including at least a device control that is associated with a 
device that is detected by the detector, and the menu generator associates a hypertext link with 
each device control, wherein the hypertext link provides^ link to graphical to textual information 
that is contained in the detected device that is associated with the device control; and 

the browser displays said device link page on tire browser based device. 
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43. (New) The system of claim 42, wherein said device link page comprises a web page 
or an html page including at least one hypertext link to a web page or an html page contained 
within said detected device. \ 



44. (New) The system ofpaim 42, wherein the menu generator creates the device link 
page by: generating a device link file, wherein the device link file identifies the detected devices; 
and creating the device link page including said device control associated with a device 
identified in the device link file. 



45. (New) The system of claim 44, wherein the menu generator generates the device link 
file by: associating a logical device name\/ith the detected device; and storing the logical device 
name in the device link file. 

46. (New) The system of claim 45, wheVein the menu generator creates the device link 
page by: retrieving a logical device name from the device link file; storing the logical device 
name in the device link page; and converting the logical device name to a device control. 

47. (New) The system of claim 46, wherein saia device link page comprises a web page 
or an html page including at least one hypertext link to ^web page or an html page contained 
within said detected device. 

48. (New) The system of claim 40, wherein the detecror autonomously detects an active 
status of devices that are currently connected to the home network. 



49T^\(New) A method for a server device to communicate with a client device in a home 
network, composing the steps of: 

(a) sending?te*Qce characteristic data ip/tesponse to a first request signal generated by 
said client device; 
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(b) receiving a second request signal requesting a web page contained within said 
server ddvice, wherein said second request signal is generated in response to said device 
characteristic data; and 

(c\sending said web page in response to said second request signal. 

50. (New) Yhe method of claim 49, wherein: 

step (a) norther includes the steps of sending said device characteristic data to the 
client device; 

step (b) further includes the steps of the client device receiving said device 
characteristic data and generating said second request signal in response to said device 
characteristic data; and 

step (c) further incluJtes the steps of sending thgja^b page to the client device in 
response to said second request signal. 

5 1 . (New) The method of claim\9, whereir^ the server device includes at least one 
controllable function. 



and 



52. (New) The method of claim 51, funher comprising the steps of: 

creating a menu for selecting said server device to activate said controllable function; 

displaying said menu on a browser based oevice. 



53. (New) The method of claim 51, wherein said menu comprises a web page including 
at least one hypertext link to a web page contained within said server device. 



54. (New) The method of claim 51, wherein: 

the step of creating the menu further includes the steps bf: (i) creating a device link 
page from the home network, wherein the device link page includes at least a device control that 
is associated with the server device, and (ii) associating a hypertext link with each device 
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control, wherein the hypertext link provides a link to graphical to textual information that is 
contamed in the server device that is associated with the device control; and 

\ the steps of displaying said menu includes the steps of displaying said device link 
page. \ 

55. (NewQ The method of claim 54, wherein said device link page comprises a web page 
or an html page including at least one hypertext link to a web page or an html page contained 
within said server device. 

56. (New) The me&od of claim 54, wherein the step of creating the device link page 
includes the steps of: \ / \ 

generating a device link file, wherein the device link flip identifies the server device; 
and \ / 

creating the device link page including said aevice control associated with the server 
device identified in the device link file. \ V 

57. (New) The method of claim 56, wnbrein the step of generating the device link file 
includes the steps of: \ 

associating a logical device name with this server device; and 
storing the logical device name in the devick link file. 

58. (New) The method of claim 57, wherein the step^of creating the device link page 
further includes the steps of: \ 

retrieving a logical device name from the device linkYile; 
storing the logical device name in the device link page;Vnd 
converting the logical device name to a device control. \ 

59. (New) The method of claim 58, wherein said device link pagexomprises a web page 
or an html page including at least one hypertext link to a web page or an html page contained 
within said server device. \ 
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60. (New) The method of claim 51, further including the steps of detecting that the server 
device\is currently connected to the network. 

61. YNew) The method of claim 51, further including the steps of detecting an active 
status of the server device currently connected to the network. 

62. (Newm home network system comprising: 
a server aevice; 

a client device connected to the server device via a home network; and 
a control protocol for the server device to communicate with the client device by: 
sending device characteristic data in response to a first request signal generated by 
said client device; \ / \ 

receiving a second, request signal requesting a web/page contained within said 
server device, wherein said second\equest signal is generated in response to said device 
characteristic data; and \ \ 

sending said web page inSresponse to smd second recju^st signal. 

63. (New) The system of claim 62, wherein: 

the server device sends said device characteristic data to the client device; 

the client device receives said device characteristic data and generates said second 
request signal in response to said device characteristic data; and 

the server device sending the web page to the client device in response to said second 
request signal. \ 

64. (New) The system of claim 62, wherein the server ctevice includes at least one 
controllable function. \ 

65. (New) The system of claim 64, further comprising: \ 
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a menu generator for creating a menu for selecting said server device to activate said 
controllable function; and 

a\browser displaying said menu on a browser based device. 

66. (New\ The system of claim 64, wherein said menu comprises a web page including at 
least one hypertextNJink to a web page contained within said server device. 

67. (New) The System of claim 64, wherein: 
the menu comprises a device link page such that the menu generator creates the 

device link page from the tibme network, the device link page including at least a device control 
that is associated with the server device, and the menu generator associates a hypertext link with 
each device control, wherein thddiypertext link provides a^iak^o graphical to textual information 
that is contained in the server devifce that is associated/with the device control; and 
the browser displays sai<Mevice link pasfe on a browser based device. 

68. (New) The system of claim &7, wherein\said device link pag£ comprises a web page 
or an html page including at least one hypertext link W^web gage-w an html page contained 
within said server device. 

69. (New) The system of claim 67, wheVein the menu generator creates the device link 
page by: generating a device link file, wherein thadevice link file identifies the server device; 
and creating the device link page including said de^jce control associated with the server device 
identified in the device link file. 



70. (New) The system of claim 69, wherein the menu generator generates the device link 
page by: associating a logical device name with the server\levice; and storing the logical device 
name in the device link file. 
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71\ (New) The system of claim 60, wherein the menu generator creates the device link 
page by: retrieving a logical device name from the device link file; storing the logical device 
name in the de^e link page; and converting the logical device name to a device control. 

72. (New) The system of claim 71, wherein said device link page comprises a web page 
or an html page including at le&st one hypertext link to a web^fSge^r s an html page contained 
within said server device. >v / \J 

73. (New) The system of claim 62/Wther including a detector for detecting the active 
status of devices currently connected to the home network. 



74. (New) The system of claim 65, wherein the menu generator is a component of the 
client device. \ 

75. (New) The system of claim 65, wherein the browser is\ component of the client 
device. \ 

76. (New) The system of claim 65, wherein the client device includes said browser based 
device.— \ 
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